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EDITORIAL

OPINION

Of course, scientists say there are

not really any irresistible forces,
nor any immovable objects_ But
politically, the Negro Revolution
has been close to irresistible since
LBJ's election. And Southern attitudes toward racial "coeducation" will do for an immovable
object.
The Federal courts, the Congress, the Depamnent of Health,
Education and Welfare (HEW),
the Justice Depamnent and the
White House itself have irresistibly
broken down the barricades of segregation in the public schools.
Some believe they could not have
done so without collusion from
within the citadel. But to procure
just such coUusion is the cardinal
feature of their method.
Nonetheless, the Deep South still
says· everr to integration. And,
since the public schools cannot
stay segregated, the Deep South
turns to private schools, which can
and will.
In an editorial last September,
we said that the misnamed Civil
Rights Act of 1964 would "force
the Southern people to develop
2
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private schools on a large scale:
and added, "A lthough Southerners
do not yet realize it, the complete
character of their public school
systems has been changed:
This year, Southerners do realize
wbat has happened, and are already taking steps to neutralize the
effects of the virulent invasion of
their social order.
Thus, as the irresistible revolutiooary force strikes a lethal blow
at education io the public schools,
the immovable Southern ,vi)) asserts itself to provide a refuge for
the intended victim - education
in a Dew scene private
schools. The force is not stopped.
It plunges blindly on. But its nihilistic purpose is frustrated.
Seven years ago - at Little Rock
- the Raney private school demonstrated operational success. But
politically, it came too soon. In the
years now coming on, its idea will
be vindicated. Council School No.
1, to which most of this issue is
devoted, together with dozens of
other private schools now getting
under way in the South, shows
what can be done when the people
take a stand.
What's new? In Dixie these days,
it's private schools!
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Photo~Cover

and other pictures in this issue show
classrooms, exterior, libnuy. facuIty and pupils

at Council School No. 1 in Jacksoo. Miss.
-Slaff POOIOf.

Council School No. 1-

As New As Childhood, And As Old As Truth
By

~1£DFORD Ev~"s

The house at 555 Hartfield Street
in Jackson, Mississippi is known to
longtime residents of the vicinity
as the Old Fondren Place. Since
half of the 250,000 people in the
Jackson area have moved here since
World War II, that bit of lore is not
too familiar, even locally.
But the name Fondren is familiar
enough. There is a street named
Fondren Place, there is a very
beautiful Fondren Presbyterian
Church, and there is a Fondren
Station branch Post Office. This
section of Jackson - where "good"
residential areas, professional office

areas, fashionable-cum-arty shopping areas, and hospital and campus areas converge - was once a
separate town, a stop on the Illinois
Central Railroad. It was named
Fondren for a distinguished family,
and the Old Fondren Place was
their home.
Today, the Old Fondren Place
at 555 Hartfield Street is Council
School 1'\0. 1. In a house rich with
tradition, the traditions of sound
learning are continued in a social
Dr. .'Iedford Eoon.s. a Citi:enJ'
Council staff member, is uniquely
quoli/ied 10 luile this account dttailin~ the be¢nninJ!,s and lint
Ilea,'. Ctpe'rati<m of Council School
No.1. Dr. Eva"" a Yale Ph.D.,
WGJ' lor many yean a hinD", l'fOfeuor at leadina Southern colle~e$.
Durinj! "'orld War II, he ~rud
as chief 01 .lecurihJ training/or 'ht
Atomic Enerw Cmnmi&rion. ""hile
Council School No. 1 u;Q$ still in
the plonning stage, Dr. EC6m tCQ$

nmned educational coruultanl to
the .school committee of ,he Jack son Citizens' Council, and war instrumental. in preparing lor tlac
IChoof8 opening. Dr. Eoons is a
director of 1M Council School
Foundation"

His wife, an experi-

enced teacher in her Olen ril!ht.
;0'" 1M Coundl School faculty

tllis jaU, trarufemng from anQlher
outstanding pricote 8Chool in Jack-

ron.
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atmosphere that wiU permit sound
learning. The old values are retained.
Yet, oddly, one senses something
new here. Perhaps it is that in a
world too long accustomed to dilapidation and dishevelment rationalized as novelty, the orderly retention of old values is itself new and welcome. Some such attractive paradox is suggested in the
building itself, with its old-fashioned high ceilings and its spanking new pastel-tinted interior walls,
and the very latest in desks and
equipment. Council School No. 1
employs the best of modem techniques in the service of enduring
educational tradition.
The children who have gone here
this past year (1964-65) know the
benefits of this combination of old
and new. So do their parents.
Among those parents, Dr. and Mrs.
Charles Neill (who won't like this)
must be rather singled out, for they
have a special responsibility for the
school's existence.
When time came to start classes
in the fall of 1964, the building at
555 Hartfield was not ready. The
School Board, of which Dr. Neill
is a member, was determined that
the school building should meet
every specification in the book for
fire safety, lighting, health, and installed educational equipment. (It

does. ) The Board was also detennined not to delay tbe opening
of school beyond a date in October
that would satisfy another kind of
specification - the recommended
number of days of instruction for
the academic year. (It was satisfied.)
But for a time, it looked as if
these two determinations would
clash head on. Charles and Mary
eill resolved the dilemma. They
made available an entire wing of
their spacious and beautiful home
in the exclusive Woodland Hills
section of Jackson - and there
Council School No. 1 had its auspicious opening in the sparkling
October of 1964. The children will
not forget the experience.
Others also stood ready to help
CS 1 open on schedule. Mr. and
Mrs. W. T. Clark (Bill and Carol)
offered to open their neoclassic
home on Cambridge Street in
Woodland Hills to the young seekers after knowledge. And Bill Clark
has there an astronomical obsen"atory which is an extraordinarily
valuable adjunct to the resources
of Council School '0. 1. Our Board
has talent as well as public spirit
in depth!
But all this is to get ahead of the
story, which ought to begin \\~th
the decision in Jackson to ha-'e
such a school. (Charlie Neill who as neurosurgeon, landowner,

•

student, and world traveler is sort
of an all-round, Renaissance-type
guy - had a lot to do with that,
too_)
It started, of course, in the Jackson Citizens' Council, with the realization that something had to he
done in the wake of Federal court
and public school board decisions
that were going to desegregate
Jackson's public schools. This was
not merely a bitter pill for most
Jacksonians to swallow - it was a
prospect so foreign to their ex-peri-

ence that they could hardly see it as
reality. But the more sophisticated
members of the Citizens' Council,
like Neill, and Clark, and Bill Simmons, and Dr. George Owen, and
attorney Dan Shell, saw it plainly
- and dourly - enough.
Simmons and Shell in particular
had been involved in thorough exploration of the whole field of race
and education in their work for the

intervenors in the SteU and Eter.
school desegregation cases, in Georgia and Mississippi respectively,
where the courts heard uncontradicted expert testimony that =-egroes and whites cannot in fact be
educated together without psychological injury to both races.
What millions of Southerners had
known pragmatically for generations was - in Stell and Er;eTs supported scientifically by such
authorities as Garrett, van den
Haag and Armstrong.
Everyone who followed these
cases came to realize that if the
dilemma had two horns, the solution to the problem had two handles. What was required was: ( 1 )
Education to save segregation; and
(2) Segregation to save education.

The Citizens' Councils had been
established in the first place for
the former purpose - i.e., to educate the public in general and politicians in particular concerning the
necessity for segregation in a ch-ilized biracial society. The Councils'
success in this endeavor, though
substantial for 10 years, was admittedly less than perfect - chieAy
because the doctrinaire integrationists enjoyed a near monopoly 0\ er
the nationaJ media of mass communications.
The new problem is to establish
and defend some island of segregation wherein to save educ-dtion.
The monasteries saved the Creek
and Roman classics when the barbarians swept over \\'estern Europe
in the Dark Ages. ( Whittaker
Chambers used this comparison in
a related context which Bill Buckley has made famous among COllservatives. ) The hold of a ship
during a hurricane, a storm cell.lf
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during a tornado - each must he a
pretty segregated place if things
of value are to survive. Tboughtful
Mississippians knew in the summer
of 1964 that they were going to
have to establish private schools.
Besides a lot of doing, that would
take some thinking - and some
rethinking.
Mississippians bad
struggled for half a century to get
a good system of public schools.
ow, the outcome of Stell and
Evers Signaled the certain destruction of the system_ For, as the uncontradicted expert testimony in
both cases made plain just bow
integration kills education, so the
verdicts of the Federal courts in
both cases said, in effect: No matter how bad the consequences for
education you must integrate any/row!
That was how things stood in
the long, bot summer of 1964. The
decision in Evers came on July 6.
7
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The Jackson Citizens' Council had
been pretty forehanded in the matter_ It had appointed a School
Committee on March 12, 1964, on
the hasis of valuable information
received from Mr. Roy Pearson,
president of the Prince Edward
School Foundation in Virginia. The
Jackson committee was composed
of Dr. George Owen, chairman,
Mr. Ellis Wright, Dr. Charles Neill,
Mr. W. T. Clark and Mr. \Y. ].
Simmons. It obtained the services
of Medford Evans, Ph.D., as educational consultant, and of Ed""Md
Cates, attorney.
Mr. Cates was also of assistance

to the Mississippi Legislature in the
formulation of legislation supporting private schools. In July, the
lawmakers passed, and the GO"ernor signed into law, a bill authorizing the state's Educational Finance
Commission to pay up to $185 "year for tuition purposes to each
7

child in an approved nonsectarian
private school.
Dr. Owen's committee made a

full report to the Jackson Citizens'
Council Board of Directors on August 13, 1964, submitting several
recommendations, all of which
were adopted. They added up to
two main decisions: (1) That the
Citizens' Council should "assist all
persons who wish to operate private, nonsectarian, s e g reg ate d
schools"; and (2) That the Council
should initiate "a pilot or demonstration operation for the Mississippi private schoo! movement as a

whole." Both of these decisions
were carried out.

The assistance called for in (1)
above was most obviously furnished in the form of a manual, prepared in question-and-answer-form,

on "How To Start A Prh'ate
School." This manual was published as the September 1964 issue
of THE CITIZEN, and was \videly
distributed. Copies are still in de'Dand, and are still available.
The initiation of a "pilot operation" eventually resulted in
Council School o. 1. At this point,
the Council School Foundation was
established and chartered, and became the fully independent operating authority for Council School
No.1. The Foundation did these
things:
(1) It elected a Board of Directors
to establish policies for and e.Iersize control over the schooL
(2) Through the Board and its officers, the Foundation acquired

property suitable for schooJ use;
ltpecifically the property at 55.5
Hartfield Street.

(3) The Board employed a Principal,
to whom it delegated e:<ecutive
authority to run the school.

The first Principal was Mr. John
T. Griffin, an experienced school
administrator. ~Ir. Griffin's extensive service in the public school
system of the state gave him a
knowledge of procedural requirements that was a primary factor jn

)
)

the remarkable achievement of
Council School 1'\0. 1 in becoming
fuUy accredited during its very
first rear of operation.
One is reminded, somehow, of

the story of the little boy who
answered "Four!" when asked the
sum of two and two, and was commended by his teacher (not a CS
1 teacher, you may be sure!) with a
somewhat patronizing, "That's
pretty good, Johnny."
"Pretty good, nothing!" said Johnny. "That's perfect!"
And for a school to get acc,edit-

•
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eel in one year is not just pretty
good - it is perfect! You can't
get accredited any sooner!
Council School No. 1 is currently
the only accredited, private, segregated school in the Jackson area
eligible for the SI85 state tuition
grant.
Foremost among i\lr. Criffin"s re-

sponsibilities, and the chief milestone on the road to accreditation,
was the selection of a qualified
faculty. Council School No.1, io its
first year, was not only jewel-like
in perfection - it was, like a jewel,
small! Therefore, the faculty did
not have to be large - but it had
to be good! And it was.
Besides Mr. Griffin, who with his
years of experience had also the
A.B. and M.A. degrees, there were
}.(r. H. B. Roberts, A.B., M.A.; ~(rs.
H. B. (Julia) Roberts, AJL and
Mrs. Ethel Dean }'(ahaffey, A.B.,
~I.A ., and M.R.E. So, with fOllr

•

in the very near future. That is
why the position of Superintendent
was established, and Mr. Griffin
appointed to it. The private school
movement in

~iississippi

is in its

new, but it is in the style of an

incipient stages, but its inherent
power and growth potential are
already sufficiently evident.
That is probably the main reason
wby, when you go into the Old
Fondren Place these days - other-

ante-bellum mansion - a distinguisbed reproduction. In this lustrous setting, the benefit was beld
during the Valentine season. ~Irs.
George Owen, as head of the library Committee, was in general
charge, ably assisted by the hostess
and, among others, Mrs. Ellis
Wright, Mrs. Elizabeth Wates and
Mrs. W. T. Clark. The guests were
seated in a large hall under one
gable of ti,e mansion. with a play-

wise l.m.own as Council School

1 -

lO.

you sense the presence of

something genuinely new.

on the faculty, CS 1 had four master's degrees - and there was no
other school in the area that could
say anything like that, either!
At the end of the 1964-65 school
year, Mr. Griffin was promoted to
the post of Superintendent of the
prospective COllncil School System
in Jackson (see below), and growth
on an exponential curve was virtu·

ally certain. Thus the faculty had to
be enlarged. As this article goes to
press, the process is at least partially completed.
Mr. W. R. Hudleston, who bolds
bachelor's and master's degrees and
has done a year's additional work
toward the doctorate at the University of Nortb Carolina, will be
the new principal at Council Scbool
No.!. For many years, Mr. Huddleston was Superintendent at
Tchula, Mississippi. He is well
known and h i g b 1 y respected
throughout the state. His wife, Mrs.
Martha Huddleston, A.B., will also
10

join the CS 1 staff as Kindergarten
teacber. Others elected to the faculty include MIS. Birdie H. \\"illiams, A.B. ( Mrs. Seth ,,'. "'ilIiams) , for the primary grades. and
Mrs. Josephine Evans, A.B. (\Irs.
Medford Evans), for the lIpper
grades. Mr. and Mrs. Roberts continue, she for the primary and he
for the upper grades.

of continuing reverence for ti,e Old
South. His gracious wife has that
unfading charm of a true MissisSippi lady. Their home is brand

The theme of something old and
something new was charmingly reflected in an outstanding social
event of the Council School year a benefit bridge for the Library
Fund at the home of Governor and
~lrs. Ross Barnett. Governor Barnett, it is well known, is a symbol

house in the center bearing the neat

sign: Council School No. 1. The
affair was well attended, and the
ladies raised $500 for the school
library.

During 1964-65, Council School
No.1 operated with six grades. and
was fully accredited by the Mississippi Accrediting Commission on

this basis. For the 1965-66 session,
a Kindergarten and the seventh and
eighth grades will be added.
It is further contemplated that a
High School, or a Preparatory
School, may be established, together with one or more additional ele-

mentary schools in other parts of
Jackson. Wbether these materialize in the fall of 1965 or not, some
sucb development is bound to corne
THE CITIZEN
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cil School No. 1 held open house
in January. Mrs. Mike Conner,

Department of Education. Like "II
the officials from that department,
she was gracious - and belpful.
You will want to know about
textbooks. They are free - furnished by the State of Mississippi in

whose late husband was also once

accordance with a long-standing

Governor of Mississippi, and Mrs.

policy of providing free textbooks
to pupils in both public and prh·ate
schools. Mr. Griffin, of course,

There was another polite assem-

blage with a touch of that oldfashioned invisible social glitter
that is always so new, when Coun-

George Owen, whose husband is

president of the Council School
Board, poured. Mrs. Barnett came
too, as did many another Jacksonian who, long familiar ,vith wbat
is authentically old, knows how to
recognize what is authentically
new.

And that reminds one of books
again, and the Library Committee.
CS 1 has received many gifts of
books and of money ,vith which to
buy books. (Would you care to
join?) To assure judicious selection, the Library Committee met
with Mrs. Alice Sanford, an expert
in the field, representing the State

knew how to request them.

Wbile on the subject of supplies
and state support and money and

all that, a word about CS l"s tuition charges might be in order.
The basic tttition charge is 8375
for the school year. Since the state
,viII provide $185, that leaves SI90
for the parents to assume. Of this,
$10 is payahle as a registration fee,
and the balance at the rate of SZO
a month. The money from the state
tuition grant is payable according
to tbe schedule on which the parent
receives it.

Incidentally, patrons who enroll
more than one child in CS 1 benefit from a discount plan. While
paying S20 a month faT the first
child attending CS 1, the monthly
rate drops to $15 for child number
2, $10 for child number 3, 85 for
child number 4, ,vith no monthly
charge made for additional children. Next year"s applications show

that this sliding scale is more than
a mere gesture. Dick Morphew,
executive

producer

of Citizens"

Council Forum and managing editor of THE CITIZEN, wili bave
one free enrollee wben bis five
children begin classes. And another
prospective patron, with six school-

age children, will ba ve two free
pupils to lighten his financial outlay.
When all sources of revenue and
all costs are taken into account. the

major portion of Council Scbool
financing is private. As with other
educational institutions, however.

the value to the public is recognized bv both state and Federal
govem~ents. Thus, contributions
to the Council School Foundation
are tax-exempt and deductible under the U. S. Internal Revenue
Code.
It is not bard to think that
Council School No. 1 is a child
of destiny. Other private scbools
were chartered earlier, but never

materialized. Several started bravely, but suffered misfortunes and
ceased to operate. Council School
No. 1 is in excellent condition. By midsummer 1965, advance registrations and applications for fall classes were three
times the total enrollment for
last year. Applications from qualified teachers were in excess of
established positions. And there
12
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was money in the bank. (But nerer
enough, mind you! So don't neglect to ioin the Council School
Foundation - which you can do
for a mere $100 - arul contribute
your share!)
Events sometimes seem to get

ahead of us. Occasionally, there
may be a better or more varied
harvest than one had counted on.
For example, the Council Scbool
Board did not plan to bave a summer school in 1965. In fact, it
voted not to do so. And so it
didn't. And yet, there was a summer school at CS 11
Some children who wanted to
learn (and wbose parents wanted
them to learn) and some teachers
who like to teach, because they like

people who came to these summer
classes, some will enter our regular
school this fall - and all will, we

, I

believe think well of the place
where they saw a new professional

dedication in the service of a very
old ideal
Council School No. 1 anticipates
a banner year in 1965-66. Not just
because of the capacity enrollment
which is expected, not just because
of the tangible resources of qualified teachers, the best in equipment, and faithful adherence to
approved pedagogical methods.
But beyond these, because of an
indefinable but powerful elan, a
consciousness of being in the fore-

";.:SIII!j /
to see young minds develop
these children and these teachers
needed a place to get together, a
place with blackboards especially
(the blackboard being to teaching
what the wheel is to mecbanics),
and a few desks would be handy,
too.
And since CS 1 was not - repeat,
not - having summer school and
since the Council School Board
is sincerely interested in seeing

educational facilities used for education wherever possible (a good
attitude for a school board to
have!), it decided to let these

teacbers and these children nse CS
1 for their summer tutorial classes.

for that is what they were.
The teachers were responsihle
persons, known to the Board. All
but one (who was an upper-class

student at Ole Miss) had taught
for years. And some of them will
teach at CS 1 next year. You have
read their names above.
So there was summer study at

Council School o. 1, and the real
work of education was forwarded.
without any red tape or bure~lUcnl
cy. And that is the spirit of Council
School No. 1. And of those young

&ont of the history of our time.
Schools like this one are rising
throughout the state, throughout
the South. Public education served
a noble purpose in its day. The
future belongs to private schools,
of the kind of which Council School
o. 1 is a "pilot operation,""

Dr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

,.

George W. Owen, President
Dan H. Shell, Secretary
W. J. Simmons, Treasurer
William T. Cia ...
N. V. Doty

Dr.
Mr.
Dr.
Mr.
Mr.

not omnipotent nor omnicompetent.
It can destroy education in the

public schools because, and only
because, the public schools have
become - particularly at the administrative top - venal, hureau·
cratized, and mindless.
But where parents who love their
children, and citizens who love
their country - all with some un·
derstanding of the character of
knowledge and its transmission
&om generation to generation -

where these associate themselves
in groups of a size susceptible of
where, in

a word, private schools arise there will continue to be found
true education!

,
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Fortunately, the Revolution,
though it has taught a President of
the United States to join the jungle
chant, "We Shan Overcome,~ is

rational management -

The future belongs to the private
schools by the simple default of
the public schools, which have sold

I

COUNCIL SCHOOL FOUNDATION
loud of Directors

themselves to the bureaucracy,
which has been captured by the
Revolution. And the Revolution is
not interested in learning. It glori.
fies ignorance as it glorifies filth
and disarray.
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